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Year 1
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Learning Values:                            

 Nurtured,Creative, 

Engaged

Science - Why are some materials 

waterproof and some not? 

Children will look at real life objects and 

identify the materials they are made out of.

They will sort objects into ‘natural’ and 

‘man-made’.

They will carry out an investigation to 

compare materials in terms of their 

waterproofing. 

We will also look at the materials used to 

make toys now and compare them to 

materials used in the past. 

Key Questions:

What do you predict will be the most 

waterproof material?

How will you find out?

How will you ensure your test is fair?

English

Children will:

Develop the ability to listen to a story and retell it in their 

own words. To ask and answer questions in relation to a 

story. 

Reading – To apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route 

to decode words. To continue to explain clearly their 

understanding of what is read to them and answer questions 

based on setting, character and plot. 

Writing - Writing simple sentences using the conjunctions: 

and, because and but. Learning how to use punctuation 

correctly, including capital letters, finger spaces and full 

stops. To introduce the use of adjectives to describe and 

specify.

Extended writing genres: Story map, retell the story and 

add an alternative ending. 

Handwriting - To use the correct tripod pencil grip. To form 

all letters correctly using a lead out (flick). 

Key question: Can you think of adjectives to describe the 

different characters?

Core texts

A gift for Abuela by Cecilia Ruiz  

This is linked to our history topic on how our grandparents’ 

childhood may have been  similar/different to ours.

Maths : 

Numbers to 20

Sorting objects

Counting and writing numbers to 20

Counting one more and one less

Comparing numbers and groups

Ordering objects and numbers

Using a number line

Part- whole within 10

Learn about the part- whole model

Related number facts- Number bonds

Finding number bonds

Addition within 10 and 20

Finding the whole, adding together/adding more

Finding a part

Finding and making number bonds 

Finding addition facts

Solving word problems

Subtraction within 10 and 20

How many are left?

Breaking apart

Related addition and subtraction facts

Counting back

Finding the difference

Solving subtraction word problems

Comparing additions and subtractions

Solving subtraction and addition word problems

Key question: Can you explain/ represent with objects how you found the answer?



History- How are modern toys, transport and TV 

different from those of our grandparents? (continuity and 

change) 
We will  elicit children understanding of toys, TV and Transport 

of today. We will explore and play with toys and games from the 

past and sort toys into modern toys and toys from the past.

We will survey grandparents/older relatives to find out about 

toys, transport and TV they used to play with and how they are 

different and similar to those of today.

We will look at the differences in the materials used (linked to our 

science topic).

We also will look at which toys are more sustainable and have 

stood the test of time. 

Key questions: What did your grandparents play with? How did your 

grandparents gets around? How is TV different from the TV of the past? 

Article 31

Every child has the right to relax, play and  take part in a wide 

range of artistic activities.

RE - What do Christians believe about God?

Christmas

Children will learn about God and Jesus.

Children will learn some Christian stories.

Children will learn the Christmas story.

They will take part in Christmas celebrations at school. 

Key question: Why do we celebrate Christmas?

Article 14 You have the right to choose your own opinions and beliefs

British Values: Tolerance and mutual respect

SMSC: Spiritual (respecting different people’s feelings and values) and 

Cultural (respecting and celebrating diversity)

PE - Dance

Children will:

Dance on their own, with partners and in groups. They experiment with dancing with objects

and pretending to dance with them. They make shapes with objects, their bodies and others, 

hold them and move in them. The children copy and develop dance patterns of their own to 

the music. They explore light and heavy movements, moving along different pathways, retell 

stories and consider ways to demonstrate emotions. In each lesson they have the opportunity 

to observe each other dancing, describe and appreciate their movements.

Key question: What shapes can you make with your body?

Article 31 Every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a wide range of cultural 

and artistic activities.

Computing – Computer Science

Children will:

Introduce children to data and information.

Label, match, group and count group data.

Describe an object.

Make different groups and answer questions about them.

Key question: How can you group objects in different ways?

Article 29: Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities 

to the full

DT - Puppet making 

Cross-curricular link (History): Toys

As part of the design process, the children will:

Children will look at puppet designs before designing their own.

They will thread a needle, sew to make a puppet. 

To decorate their puppet, they will use fabric stickers.

Children will play with their finished puppets before evaluating their 

finished product. 

Linked to History later on, we will looked old Punch and Judy puppets and 

the victorian puppet maker, Signor Brigaldi.

Article 31 Every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a wide 

range of artistic activities.

How are our toys, TV and transport different from our grandparents’? 

Spanish

Revise:  vowel sounds; consolidate numbers 1-10;  

Q’s & A’s  for  greetings and name.

Learn:  numbers 0-15;  begin to recall numbers orally in 

sequence, 6  colours, introduce basic shapes

Grammar:  Questions:   ¿cómo? = how and ¿qué?=what?

Article 29:  Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to 

the full. It must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for 

their parents, their own and other cultures, and the environment.

Magical Musical Aquarium: ‘How can we create ‘magical effects’ 

using our voices and percussion’?

 
Explore TIMBRE (sound quality) 

Use GRAPHIC notation to represent sounds

Be aware of the need to control the PITCH and DYNAMIC of 

sounds.

Sing in UNISON.

Article 31: Every child has the right to rest, relax, play and to 

take part in cultural and creative activities.

PSHE - Health and wellbeing

Children will discuss and learn about:

Bullying and the importance of Anti-bullying week.

Positive and negative emotions and how to recognised these. 

Zones of Regulation and how we can use these in school.  

Key question: What are the different coloured zones? How can we move back to the green 

zone?

Article 15 You have the right to choose your own friends and join or set up groups as long as 

it isn’t harmful to others. 

Experiences

We will enjoy a visiting theatre company performing a 

pantomime in December!


