
‘At North Ealing Primary we inspire and nurture all our children to become aspirational,

lifelong learners through an inclusive, ambitious and engaging curriculum.’

Friday 11th November2022

With Remembrance in our thoughts.

"Those we have held in our arms for a little while, we hold in our hearts forever".....unknown author

Dear Parents and Carers,

Achievements
With the Autumn Term 2022 in full swing we are constantly amazed at how hard all the children are

working to achieve their very best in their learning. As a staff we have been reflecting on the children’s

progress in writing and we are using a wide range of strategies to make sure that NEPS is a true ‘community

of writers.’ We are strengthening the links between ‘talk’ and writing, encouraging children to vocalise what

they want to put on paper-more to come. Additionally, next Friday the majority of the staff will be

attending a ‘Read Write Inc’ training session to further strengthen our already successful phonics approach

here at NEPS.

As ever we have been busy also promoting a range of extra-curricular endeavours this half term.  Our

recent whole school competitions are an example of the children really engaging in school life. The entries

for the recent Poetry Competition are phenomenal and we hope to display all of them in the NEPS Gallery

and beyond. We would also like to congratulate all the imaginative entries to the NESSIE competition this
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year. This competition is a reminder of North Ealing School’s Safer Internet Environment and our

commitment to safeguarding.

Ealing Foodbank
Just before half term we had our harvest food donation event. Please read below the response from the

Ealing Foodbank. We have made quite a name for ourselves at the Foodbank and we would like to thank

everyone for their generosity and kindness. We hope to do one more before the Christmas break as we

know there is a great deal of need at the moment.

‘Yes, we received a wonderfully large donation from yourselves on 11 October - it weighed a massive 562kg.

Many thanks to everyone at the school who made a contribution’.

Assemblies
We have a particularly busy schedule of assemblies this half term including a number of Festivals of Light,

Remembrance and Anti Bullying. We are also so pleased to have started our Friday class assemblies where

the children have the opportunity to showcase their learning and achievements.

Today class 6S shared with us an action packed assembly all about their learning this term. The stories they

wrote and shared with Reception were a fantastic example of the range of writing approaches we have

been using in order to raise achievement in writing. The children also demonstrated their incredible

knowledge about World War II with a particular focus on evacuation. The assembly ended with an uplifting

song ‘Evacuate’-very impressive. Thanks to Mrs Symes and Mrs McDonagh for all their hard work in

planning and preparing alongside all the children of 6S.

School Council
The School Council is now well established and have chosen their annual charities; RSPCA, MIND and

UNICEF.

The children want to raise money for Mind this term and we will be holding a Pyjama day on Friday 25th

November-children to donate £1-more events to follow. Please support your children to take part in these

fun whole school events.
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Anti Bullying and Inter Faith week Monday 14th November 2022

Please take this opportunity to speak with your child/ren about how to be tolerant of differences, what we

can do to be kind to one another and also discuss the meaning of bullying including cyber bullying. See the

parent pack below that is on the school website.

https://www.northealingprimary.org/anti-bullying-policy/

The week will include a number of events and will start with Odd Socks day on Monday 14th November.

Class teachers will be sharing a Philosophy session during the week on this theme.
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Sports at NES
A great start to the term for sports at NES. We have seen

both our girls and boys football teams out on the pitch for

our Peal Shield and Willow Tree tournaments, our tag

rugby team and our fantastic cross country runners. Well

done to everyone that took part! A special mention and

thanks to Mr Poole for helping our Cross Country team to

warm up before the race, the children thoroughly enjoyed

it!

Upcoming, we have our Year 5 and 6 sportshall athletics

and our 2nd/3rd round games of the Peal Shield against Grange and St Gregory’s Primary School.

Sadly, this week we have had to say goodbye to our amazing Mr Allen, who over his ten years at NES, has

dedicated himself to sport and physical education. He will be thoroughly missed by all children and staff

and we wish him the best of luck in his future endeavours. Mr Fearon who already works with the children

will be stepping up to replace Mr Allen to ensure continuity.

EYFS
Nursery children have been learning about celebrations which started with Diwali. They have been making

firework pictures and trying chapati bread made by Mrs Majhithia. The children will continue the

celebration theme in the lead up to Christmas by learning about fireworks night, Armistice Day, Hanukkah,

birthdays and Christmas. The children have also been reading the story The Room on the Broom by Julia

Donaldson and enjoyed a fantastic Room on the Broom dress up day last week.

In Reception the children have been learning about people who help us. They have started to look at the

different emergency services and how each of the services help the public. As the children move through

the term they will be looking at how teachers, doctors, nurses and many other people help them everyday.

In Maths the children have been investigating ‘more’ and ‘less’ using practical equipment to help with their

counting and measuring. The children have enjoyed using the water tray to demonstrate ‘more’ and ‘less’

in relation to capacity.

The children had a chance to carve some pumpkins with their teachers and design some of their own

pumpkin faces, these were very scary indeed. They also celebrated fireworks night by making some

beautiful fireworks paintings.

As the children move through the term they will begin to learn their Christmas songs ready for their

concert so please listen out for your child’s singing and join in where you can.
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Tapestry
The EYFS teachers have recently introduced a new assessment and monitoring system called Tapestry.

Tapestry builds a very special record of your child’s experiences, development and learning journey through

their early years education. Using photos, videos, and diary entries, the teachers and early years

practitioners record a story about your child and how they are growing and developing during their time in

the EYFS phase. The Tapestry platform then works seamlessly to enable these memories to be kept as a

permanent record of each child’s unique journey.

Once the staff have become more confident with the new Tapestry system, they will be looking to roll this

out to parents in the new year. Parents or carers are able to view their child’s progress, the activities

provided for them, and how much fun they are having, whilst also uploading their own comments and

media. Further information and training to follow.

EYFS/KS1 Workshop
On Monday 17th of October,  a celebration of Indian Dance was offered to our younger pupils.

This was a huge success led by an inspirational teacher who engaged all pupils and provided a wonderful

cross-cultural experience in anticipation of the Diwali festival.

These events have a huge impact on our pupils' creativity and their understanding of the world that they

live in.

KS1
Year 1 children have started the half term by working scientifically. They have been investigating how their

bodies work by using their 5 senses to investigate dark chocolate. Initially the children were extremely

excited about the prospect of eating chocolate in class. The children loved the sight and the smell of the

chocolate but once they tasted it they were not so keen. Lots of lovely language to describe the taste and

texture of the chocolate was used throughout the lesson with many saying the chocolate was bitter and

crunchy. Moving into the second half of the autumn term, the children will become Historians in their topic

about toys, comparing and contrasting toys now and toys then. The children will be playing with toys from

within and beyond their living memory. So parents and grandparents if you have any old fashion toys

tucked away please give your child the opportunity to play with and discuss the toy with you.

Year 2 have been continuing their ‘journeys’ topic by trying to answer the big question ‘why do people go

on journeys?’ The children have been on some local walks and talked about journeys in their Geography

topic by creating and following maps. Year 2 will be taking ‘one step for man and a giant leap for mankind’

next, as they continue their journey into space with Neil Armstrong. In English they will be reading the story

‘The Way Back Home’ by Oliver Jeffers about a boy who gets stranded on the moon and makes friends with

North Ealing News 5



a martian. Take some time to talk to your child about space, read some space stories or discuss different

journeys they may have been on with you to enhance their learning this half term.

KS2
Year 3 & 4
Year 3 have travelled back in time to the Stone Age as part of their history topic. The children have been

learning about Stone Age traditions and ways of living as well as the importance of Stone Age pottery.

The children have been using their new knowledge of this period of history to help recreate some Stone

Age artwork by painting cave themed pictures. In addition to painting the children have been using clay to

make their own beaker pots just like those used by cave people in the Stone Age.

In English, Year 3 have been reading a linked text called Ugg, a boy genius from the Stone Age. Ugg is in a

bit of a predicament because his trousers, which are made from stone, are rather uncomfortable. He is in

search of a more suitable material for his trousers and he has a plan. Talk to your children about the story

and see if you can help them design a more comfortable pair of ‘Stone Age’ trousers for Ugg.

Year 4 children have moved along the timeline and are learning about the Anglo Saxons. The children have

been busy designing and building their own ‘eco-friendly and recyclable’ Anglo Saxon village during their

art themed week. In order to reinforce the importance of recycling and sustainability, the Year 4 children

collected recyclable material to build their villages from. The finished reconstruction looks very impressive

indeed.

In English they have been studying the book ‘The Lost Thing’. The children have been learning how to write

a formal letter of advice to their main character Pete, who needs help with his decision making. The

children have enjoyed reading the text and getting to know what will happen to the lost thing.

Year 5 have been learning about forces in Science and went on a trip to the Science Museum to watch a

Forces show and explore the Wonder Lab. In Geography, the children have been learning about ‘Why is

Ealing here’ and had the chance to explore the Brentham Estate with help of some of the local residents.

They were lucky enough to have students from Roehampton to extend this unit of work, focusing on

environmental issues in London and Ealing and the importance of different types of trees in our local area.

They have just completed their class text, The London Eye Mystery, which linked well to their Geography

unit. The children really enjoyed reading the book and the numerous activities they had to complete

around it - they said they could relate to the characters and the setting!

6T kicked off our first round of assemblies with a very funny, informative and well rehearsed performance

explaining the importance of Carl Linnaeus’ system of classification and what living things need to remain

alive. They also went back in time and performed a poetic and humorous version of the Greek Myth,
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‘Demeter and Persephone,’ and linked it beautifully to our curriculum principle: sustainability. This

prepared them well for their upcoming topic of Greek Myths.

The Year group continue to immerse themselves in all things World War II related with children dressing up

as evacuees for the day. At the beginning of the day, children met in the playground, said their farewells to

their parents and carers before being ‘evacuated’ through the school gates to Devon. They then gathered in

the hall where they were handpicked by a waiting adult. During the day the children also learnt about

differing experiences of real evacuees, including some from our very own North Ealing Primary School. A

fantastic learning experience was had by all!

Earlier this week, the year group had a safety talk delivered by a serving police officer. The talk covered how

to stay safe, what to do if you feel unsafe and staying safe travelling to and from school. This caused a stir

with children asking pertinent questions and continuing the discussion after the session.

Music at NEPS
‘Light Up the Lane’
Please come and support our choir and the local community on November 27th from 16.30-17.00. Our

choir will perform a seasonal selection of songs to get us all into the holiday mood a -  bit early!

‘PTA Christmas Fair’
Many of our KS1 pupils will sing their own song selection to open the Christmas Fair on December 3rd at

12:30pm. All welcome to sign up and join in the fun! Details from class teachers.

‘Ealing Schools Music Concert’
Our choir will join together with several local schools to share in a festival of singing. The songs have been

chosen to reflect our local community and it is a wonderful opportunity to be part of such a celebratory

event!

‘School Concerts’
KS2 will be returning to St.Barnabas as the venue for the Years 3/4 and Years 5/6 concerts. This will include

items from all year groups/classes as well as the Choir and Orchestra. These will take place on December

10th. Further details will follow.

Our move to the new Music Curriculum from ‘Sing Up’ is proving to be very successful and our pupils are

enjoying a new repertoire of musical experiences from all over the world. More details to be found on the

website at: https://www.northealingprimary.org/music-at-neps/
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Rights Respecting
Remembrance and Article 38
Remembrance unites people of all faiths, cultures and backgrounds in honouring those who defend our

democratic freedom and way of life.

The UK has a long tradition of marking Armistice Day, calling to mind the moment when fighting ceased at

the end of the First World War, at 11.00am on the 11th November 1918.

Article 38
Governments must not allow children under the age of 15 to take part in war or join the armed forces.

Governments must do everything they can to protect and care for children affected by war and armed

conflicts.

Book Recommendations

Willy the Champ and Willy the Wimp by Anthony Browne: Brilliant books to start to discuss the

issue of bullying and tolerance and one of my all time favourite authors. Mrs Flowers .

Arsenic for Tea by Robin Stevens: The book is about schoolgirl detectives,

Daisy and Hazel, who are on holiday. Something bad happens and they have to

solve the mystery. I enjoyed the book because I like mysteries and the book is very

exciting. I would recommend this book to anyone who likes mystery books.

Jessica, 6F
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National Online Safety (NOS) Hub
National Online Safety provides you with expert advice on all matters of online safety and use. This is an

especially valuable source of information during Anti-Bullying week. Victims of bullying can no longer get

‘timeout’ if they have access to social media accounts.

To those of you already signed up, you will receive notification of additions to our suggested watchlist.

Each video is of 'about' 4 minutes in duration covering such topics as cyber-bullying and social media.

This is a free service to you.

If you would like to sign up as a new user, please follow this link and sign up as PARENT.

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/north-ealing-primary-school

Signpost

PTA
Thanks to the newly formed PTA committee who have got off to a very

strong start this academic year. More than ever NEPS needs help and

funds in order to make the school the very best for all the children.

The next big event is the annual Christmas Fair, sadly we have not

been able to hold this the last two years, and we are delighted to be

hosting this event again as we know it is a real highlight for a number

of children. We hope that you will be generous with your time and

volunteer for at least 30 minutes at your year group’s activity. It goes

by so quickly and is a fun way of showing kids the importance of

helping out. If you do not think your kids will let you out of their sight

during the Fair, then please do consider helping at set-up on Friday 2 December from 2pm or Saturday 3

December from 9:30am and tidying up afterwards. We cannot stress enough that we need volunteers for

the Fair to run and be fun. Please contact your class rep or use the contact details. Every little bit of help

makes a significance difference to these events and everyone is welcome.

Volunteers
CALLING ALL POTENTIAL SANTA CLAUSES, we are recruiting for this extra special post for our Santa’s Grotto,

so please contact your class rep if you are keen to get involved. No prior experience required! This is a

wonderful way to get involved; it would be great if kids can see a diverse range of Santa’s so please do give

up your time for this important role.
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FIRST AIDERS needed, please let your class rep know if you have a first aid certificate and are able to help

on the day. You will just need to be “on call” during your allotted slot and would still be able to join in the

Fair activities.

SET UP HELPERS Please let your class rep know if you can help with the fair set up on Friday afternoon after

school, Saturday morning before the fair or to help the school back in order after the fair.

CLEARING UP HELPERS Please stay for half an hour after the event to clear the school ready for business as

usual on Monday 5th December.

STALL HELPERS each class rep is creating a rota to ensure that the Year’s assigned activity will be able to go

ahead.

Gardening and Flower Bulb Planting
Each year we ask for flower bulb donations to be left in the black bins at the school gates. Once we have a

sufficient amount each child in school plants a bulb on the school grounds. We are then all pleasantly

surprised in the Spring Term when the shoots start to appear and then blossom.

We are also always on the lookout for any keen gardeners to come into school and help. Traditionally we

have run a gardening club at school and sadly that parent has now moved on from NEPS. If you have any

spare time at all, even an hour and are keen gardeners please contact Mrs Flowers!

Reporting Absences
Please can we remind you to report ALL absences to the school office by 8.30am. This can be done by

calling the absence line 0208 997 2653 and leaving a message, texting using the Schoolcomms App or

emailing admin@northealing.ealing.sch.uk . Please indicate your child/ren’s name, class and full reason for

absence. Stating they are ‘unwell’ is not sufficient. Many thanks for your cooperation in this.

School Lunches
Please can we remind you all to log in and make your lunch choices before 9.30am each day. You can pre

order for a week or term in advance. All Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and children entitled to FSM will be set

up on the system as free, you will be able to choose your child’s meal without having to pay for it. A

member of ISS will be able to remind your child, whilst in the queue, of the meal that has been chosen.

Children with medical menus will only be able to pick the option of ‘want a meal’ they will not be able to

choose a specific meal from the menu online, the choice will be made on the day.

Please ensure that you register and make payments in advance of your child/ren having a school lunch. We

have seen an increase in the amount of accounts with an outstanding balance and the catering company
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has asked that you ensure your child has enough money to cover the cost of each day’s meal. Non-payment

has a detrimental effect on the school’s finances. The cost of a meal is £2.35 per day and the link below will

enable you to register/login in.

https://parents.feedinghungryminds.co.uk

Changes in Contact Details/Medical Conditions
We have had a few occasions recently where we have not been able to contact parents/carers due to them

not responding to our phone calls/texts.

Please ensure that the school has a valid number to contact you on during the day. If you are unable to

access your mobile phone, please provide us with an alternative number in case of any emergencies.

Please remember to update the School Office with any changes in contact details and/or health needs or

allergies your child may have.

School Uniform Reminders
Please can I remind all parents and carers that all children need to be in the correct school uniform. We

have noticed that a number of children are not always attending school in the correct uniform.

The North Ealing uniform should be worn at all times. Please refer to the school uniform list below.

https://www.northealingprimary.org/north-ealing-primary-school-uniform-policy/

North Ealing News 11

https://parents.feedinghungryminds.co.uk/register
https://www.northealingprimary.org/north-ealing-primary-school-uniform-policy/

