
Year Group: 
Year 2

2021-2022
Term: Autumn 1

Teachers: Mrs Hayre-Milne, Miss Page and Miss 
Kerai

Learning Values:           
                 
Harmonious and determined to 
achieve our best.

Science: 
Why are some materials waterproof and some not? 
Children identify and compare the suitability of a variety 
of everyday materials, including wood, metal, plastic, 
glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard for particular 
uses. Children find out how the shapes of solid objects 
made from some materials can be changed by 
squashing, bending, twisting and stretching. 
Compare how things move on different surfaces and 
their sustainability.

Books: Sinclair Wonder Bear by Malorie Blackman
                        John McAdam—Macadamisation
Article 24 - children have the right to live in a safe 
environment.
Scientific Skill: grouping and classifying things/ 
carrying out simple comparative tests. 

Key questions: 
Why is it important to remember scientists and 
inventors?
Can you think of a material that would be suitable for a 
raincoat? 

English: Why do people go on journeys?

We will study the following core texts about journeys
Dear Teacher, Sinclair Wonder bear and The Journey Home 

Speaking and Listening - Develop ability to discuss views and 
opinions with peers. 

Reading – Developing a love of reading, fluency and comprehension 
through daily RWI phonics sessions, sharing whole class texts, group 
guided reading and individual reading.
Reading skills lessons planned for separately and run alongside the 
units to promote greater understanding.
All Year 1 common exception words -  consolidate: today, said, were, 
was, your, they, here, there, were, friend, school, house.
Year 2 common exception words - find, kind, mind, behind, path, 
bath, class, grass, pass, told, hold, gold, old.

Writing -  Extended writing genres include: Writing postcards, 
letters, and stories.
Writing simple and compound sentences using the conjunctions: 
‘and, because’. Learning how to use punctuation correctly, including 
capital letters, full stops. 
Using expanded noun phrases to describe and specify, i.e. adjectives 
to describe nouns.

Article 22 ensure that a child who is seeking refugee status shall 
receive appropriate protection.
Article 29 - Goals of education - Children understand the value 
placed on Education within their local and wider community.

Letter Formation and Handwriting – 
This half term there will be a significant focus on forming letters 
correctly and by learning the two basic letter joins – 
‘the arm’ and ‘the washing-line’ and begin to use cursive writing. 

Key question:
Can you find three words to describe a character or setting?

Maths

Number: Place Value

Recognise, count forwards and backwards, read, write, compare and order 
numbers to 50/ 100.
Identify the place value of each digit in a 2 digit number.
Counting in 2s, 5s, 10s and 3s.
Number: addition and subtraction

Recall and use addition and subtraction fact families to 20 fluently 
(including number bonds).
Recall number bonds to 20 and use bonds to 100.
Adding and subtracting 2 digit numbers both crossing and not crossing 10.
I can count in 10s from any number forwards and backwards.

Key questions: 

What do these numbers have in common?

Which number is greater/smaller? How do you know? 

Can addition and subtraction be done in any order? 

How many different ways can you make 50?

Trips/ Immersion: Science - Perivale Woods (materials)
Geography - Pitshanger Park (local visit)



PSHE - This term children will learn about setting 
goals. They will explore what conflict is and ways of 
resolving conflict. Children will explore different 
types of bullying and explain what to do if they are 
being/witness bullying. 

Article 29 (goals of education) Education must 
develop every child’s personality, talents and 
abilities to the full.

Geography - Why do people go on journeys?
Children use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic 
human and physical features. They devise a 
simple map and use and construct basic symbols 
in a key.
Children use simple fieldwork and observational 
skills to study the geography of our school and its 
grounds and the key human and physical features 
of its surrounding environment. Article 22/ 29
Key questions: 
Why do you think we need maps? 
What does the term physical feature mean? 
Can you think of another place that is similar? 
Can you compare and contrast two local spaces? 

RE  - ‘How do we mark stages in the Human 
Journey?’
▪ Understand the major episodes and event in the 
human journey, including birth, childhood, 
conversion, adolescence, adulthood, marriage, 
retirement, old age and death. 
▪ Be sensitive to the impact of the passage of life for 
individuals for family and friends. 

Key questions:
Why is life often described as a journey?
What are the main episodes in human experience? 
What events do we celebrate? 

PE - Unit 1 (Personal Skills) 
Focus this term will be on static balance and coordination 
skills. Children will play a selection of games such as follow 
the leader and balloon balance.
Objectives: 
I can work on simple tasks by myself 
I can follow instructions and practise skills safely. 
I can try several times if at first I don’t succeed
I can ask for help when appropriate 

Art - Why do people go on journeys?

Children create pastel art based on the Literacy core text ‘Dear 
Teacher’ (English).

Children will study drawings, paintings and sculptures to 
develop their ideas, experiences and imagination. 
They will learn about pastels, how to use them - blending 
colours and avoiding smudging.
Children will learn about the work of a different artists including 
John Russell  - describing the differences and similarities and 
making links to their own work. 

Article 31 (leisure, play and culture) Every child has the right to relax, 
play and take part in a wide range of cultural and artistic activities.

Books: John Russell—Impressionist landscapes.

Key questions: 
Find three words to describe this piece of artwork.
How does this piece make you feel? Why?

Spanish
Revise:  Spanish greetings from year 1; phonics-vowels & 
tricky sounds (j, ll, ñ); numbers to 20
Learn:  New greetings; new tricky sounds (qu,rr,v);  
numbers to 20 - 31
Grammar:  Understand questions and answers relating to 
greetings; How does Spanish punctuation differ from 
English?
Article 29 Education must develop every child’s personality, talents 
and abilities to the full. It must encourage the child’s respect for 
human rights, as well as respect for their parents, their own and other 
cultures, and the environment.

Music: ‘Travel & Transport’ (1)     

Singing:        Train songs focus on PACE and DYNAMIC
Listening:    ‘Little train of Caipira’ Villa Lobos
Composing:  Train music improvisation showing 
PACE/DYNAMIC,STRUCTURE and TIMBRE
Musicianship:  Introduce the crotchet rest and minim using 
traditional notation.
Diversity:      ‘The A Train’ Duke Ellington

ICT - Computer Science - Why do people go on journeys?
Children will understand what algorithms are and how they are used 
as programs on digital devices. Links to journeys the main character 
from literacy core text went on in Dear Teacher.
Children will create and debug simple programs as well as using 
logical reasoning to predict the behaviour of simple programs.

Key questions:

What instruction would you need to get from A to B?

How would you fix this algorithm?

Where will this algorithm lead the icon?


