Helping your child to write

Learning to write is hard, it
takes lots of practice
Writing
Reading
Phonetic Awareness
Talking / Speech
(pronunciation)

Understanding

Pretend Play
Looking and Listening
Adult Child Interaction

Areas of learning in EYFS

Prime areas of learning
• Personal, Social, Emotional development
– Making relationships
– Self-confidence and self-awareness
– Managing feelings and behaviour

• Physical development
– Moving and handling
– Health and self-care

• Communication and language
– Listening and attention
– Understanding
– Speaking

Links to Physical development
• Children will need plenty of sensory play activities that
involve developing the muscles in their hand – for
example, playing with sand dough and water, using
tweezers or chop-sticks, climbing and crawling, laying
the table and dressing themselves etc.

Language
• To be able to read or write you first have to have good
levels of language
• You need to spend time with children pondering,
discussing, chatting, questioning, solving problems
and helping them to talk about their feelings
• Children representing their thinking through writing
and drawing

Why? When? What?

Where? How?
???????????????

The Big talk
• Laying the foundations for the Big Write and
beyond
• Children can only speak or write within the range
of vocabulary and language structures they
know.
• Children need oral discussion and debate to
develop sophisticated language models needed
for high level achievement in writing.
• Children who are good writers have a lot to say.

We need to share a love of song,
rhyme and books with them
• success of writing is partly determined by children’s experiences of reading

What can we do to help?
• Be a great role model
• Let them choose what they want to read remember it
doesn’t always have to be a book, comics, football
cards, top trumps etc have all been successful in
helping motivate children to read

• Keep a box of exciting pens, pencils and paper
• Praise your child’s early mark making efforts
• Ensure that it is either fun or has a real purpose

The difference between handwriting
and writing
• Handwriting is about putting words down on
paper, a secretarial skill
• Writing is thinking about what you want to
say and how best to do this. i.e. content. It
involves imagination, a wide knowledge of
vocabulary and genres, editing skills,
confidence with language and an ability to
play with words

Please Don’t Worry
• Pencil grip (improves with control of hand
movements)
• Back-to-front letters (reliance on memory until they
become good readers)
• Left handed children
• Spelling (links to reading)
• Children who are not interested
• If you are at all concerned please ask your child’s
teacher.

Writing Stages
• Children may arrive at any one of these stages
and some children may achieve more than this
by the time they leave the reception class.

Stage 1
Early mark making reflects
the experimentation with
movements that a child’s
body makes, how they are
feeling or the action or
journey of a person or object.
How you react to this is
important. We want children to
continue to explore so instead
of dismissing this as “just a
scribble” you could celebrate
the marks made by putting
the drawing up on the wall.

1.What you can do to support this stage and
help your child to make their next steps
• Opportunities to use and explore a range of writing materials
as well as surfaces to make their marks on.
For example:
• Finger paints, sand, mud, big felt pens & big chalks. At this
stage children need to use their actual finger or large writing
implements as they won’t have the strength to control smaller
tools
• The back of Wallpaper rolls, fax paper, tarmac, large sheets of
paper all make good surfaces to mark make on
• Join in the mark making, model different marks lll 000
• Be a writer - Write out your shopping list and give some paper
for your child to do this too

Stage 2
When a child attempts to
make marks and separate
symbols - you may see
circles or other shapes.
Shapes and lines may be
linked.

2.What you can do to support this stage and
help your child to make their next steps
• As before but try to set up an area in your home
where your child can freely access these
resources
• Introduce different resources
• Encourage an effective firm writing grip
• Continue to model writing and read it back to
your child
• Begin to point out your child’s name also other
environmental symbols i.e. T for Tesco or
name of house or street

Stage3
When marks become
more linear and the child
is copying what they
have seen an adult do
whilst writing they move
from left to right and
from the top of the page
to the bottom (European
script) following the
conventions of books e.g.
left to right. Your child
may be using either
hand to do their writing.

3.What you can do to support this stage and
help your child to make their next steps
• Try to develop a routine where you can share good quality story
books with your child 10 mins a day if possible just before bed
time
• Try to point out the connection between oral and written
language, demonstrate that writing conveys a message
• Model the use of reminder post it notes, post cards, letters etc.

• You can help your child find their name at school on their coat
pegs.
• Encourage your child to attempt to write their own name.
Let your child copy under the modelled name rather than copy over it.

Stage 4
When your child uses the
initial letter of their name
or letters contained in
their name repeatedly,
sometimes reversed and
embellished. Children will
be experimenting with
letter formation and now
know the difference
between writing and
drawing. They may have
formed a preference for
right or left handedness

4.What you can do to support this stage and
help your child to make their next steps
• Your child at this point will like to use their writing in
their role play. i.e. invitations, cards, lists, recipes, train
tickets etc.
• Make your own child’s name card as well as the name
cards of people who are most familiar to them
• Have some alphabet books, an alphabet frieze/poster
• Keep pointing out the difference between the spoken
and the written language. Talk about how print works in
English i.e. this is where we start to read.
• Remember children like to write indoors as well as
outdoors and won’t want to sit down to do this for any
length of time, please don’t make them
• Boys often like to write whilst lying on the floor clipboards

Stage 5
When your child
becomes interested
in writing. They know
where to start their
writing and write from
left to right, they may
mix upper and lower
case, They will know
that writing conveys
a message but still
may not relate the
letters to the sound
that they make. But
love to read back
what they have
written

5.What you can do to support this stage and
help your child to make their next steps
• You can help your child to start to learn their letter
sounds and names
• Continue to point out words in their environment.
• Help children to form their letters especially your child’s
own name in fun ways without any pressure
• Have a go at encouraging your child to hear and then
record the first sound in a word
• Continue to find excuses to write, your child will love to
see you modelling writing and it will encourage them to
continue to have a go themselves

Stage 6
When a child can write a
message using the letter
sounds that they know.
Your child will know a
number of letter sounds as
well as be able to read a
few words by sight i.e.
friends names mum dad
signs, key words etc

6.What you can do to support this stage and
help your child to make their next steps
• At school your child will be reading simple words by sight,
they will be building up a bank of words that they can read
and write
• You can help by supporting the learning of these words, as
well as helping with your child’s letter formation
• You can also help by encouraging your child to practice
recording all the sounds that they can hear in words. Children
usually just use the first letter, then the last letter and then the
middle sound in the word.
• Finally remember to model spaces between words Capital
letters at the beginning and full stops at the end of a
sentence. Try to encourage them to read back what they have
written to check for sense. In Reception, children will verbally
rehearse saying ’full stop’ at the end of their sentence.

Stage 7
Begins to write simple sentences
independently, recording all the
dominant sounds that they can hear.

7.What you can do to support this stage and
help your child to make their next steps
• You can help your child by having regular shared
writing times, reminding them to use finger
spaces capital letters and full stops
• Keep on encouraging correct letter formation
• To read back what they have written to check
that they make sense
• Encourage your child to write for a range of
different purposes i.e. cards, lists, labeling
diagrams, instructions, banners, stories, letters
etc.

Read Write Inc (RWI)
• Helping children in what to write but also
how to write.
• Children taught to form letters of the
alphabet accurately, quickly and
effortlessly.
• Mnemonic support to visualise the shape
of each letter.
• Practise Fred talking (sounding out words)
• Focus on high level talk

Early Learning Goal
• Children use their phonic knowledge to write
words in ways that match their spoken sounds.
• They also write some irregular common words.
• They write simple sentences which can be read
by themselves and others.
• Some words are spelt correctly and others are
phonetically plausible.

Writing progression into Year 1
• Children learning new vocabulary
• Confident use of phonic knowledge
• Writing simple sentences using capital letters,
full stops and finger spaces.
• Writing simple sentences, using a word bank.
e.g. She went into the forest.
• Complex sentences- using connectives and
adjectives. e.g. She went into the forest because
she needed to find her scared brother.

Ideas for half term
• Practise phonics
• Talk and practise using the correct
punctuation (where are the full stops?
Move onto question marks etc)
• Practise handwriting and develop physical
strength
• Frequent reading and role play linked to
stories and experiences
• Ask the children to read back their writing

To encourage speech we need to give children
plenty of good first hand experiences

Have fun writing!

